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The Five Labors of Finn 

To Atlantians far and near, Tir-y-Don's mascot, Finn is in need of your assistance! 

Whilst swimming in the ocean blue, Finn, met a fair maiden with glorious hair and a 

glistening tail of green. Although their meeting was brief, she captured his heart. Since then Finn 

has explored deep sea caverns, defended himself against attack, quested along the shore and 

made his way through a maze of kelp to gather items to create a gift worthy to give his love. 

Alas! his last task of assembling the items, he finds his flippers lacking in the needed 

dexterity. He asks for your help in making an item or series of items worthy to give his love.  

To do this one only needed to purchase a small baggie of flotsam and jetsam (Embroidery 

wool, beads, coins etc.) for a small fee and start creating something wonderful. I only needed to 

use 5 of the items provided, and create a document detailing which items were used and how, 

and the important part the historical inspiration for the item I created.  
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A Raised Figure Embroidery Project 

Greetings on this fine Baronial birthday in the Barony of Tir Y Don in the Kingdom of 

Atlantia, may our new Baron and Baroness reign in prosperity, creativity and honor. 

What you are looking at is my entry into the Five Labors of Finn Arts & Sciences 

Competition. It is a Raised Figure Embroidery on a cylindrical pouch, inspired by the 

embroidered ecclesiastical garments of the 15th and 16th centuries. This lovely pouch is the 

culmination of several months of inspired work. Inspired by this Competition and  Arts & 

Sciences theme:  

The Five Labors of Finn 

The premise of this competition is that Finn, our lovely Red Dolphin mascot fell in love 

with a beautiful mermaid and went on many types of adventures gathering sparkly, pretty things 

to woo her. Unfortunately, his flippers do not allow him to make anything so he asked us to help 

him. Along the way, those interesting sparkly things were put into the supply box and then split 

up equally into baggies. The flotsam and jetsam in those baggies were then purchased by entrants 

to make something wonderful for Finn's Glorious mermaid.  

What was in the baggie 

In the baggie I purchased was an assortment of craft supplies put together to assist in 

inspiring the entrant to make something that a mermaid would be able to wear or use. Remember 

that mermaids are mythical and this thing or set of things could be any size and shape. I found 

small twisted hanks of wool embroidery yarn, wooden round beads, golden chain, little shells 

with dabs of paint, a scroll tied with a ribbon and a folded sheet of paper with the story and the 
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rules. There was a LOT in the baggie, and I really tried to use a bit of each type of item to make 

my entry.  

Getting started 

When I received my baggie I then went straight to Pinterest and looked for more inspiration 

on mermaids, coral, kelp beds and other ideas of how best to create my vision of Finn's oceanic 

adventure. I was not to be disappointed. With each discovery, I printed out a picture and put it 

into my inspiration notebook. (the pages should be on display after this in the binder) 

Instructions on embroidered coral, coloring book pages, and artist renderings of a mermaid found 

their way into the notebook. Hunks of fabric to be used were taped and pinned into the book for 

reference just in case I forgot what was going where. Then after gathering all of the materials I 

got started. 

The base that the RFE was sewn down upon is a large rectangle of industrial felt, which 

keeps its shape well and allows the pouch to stand on its own without the need of hanging it from 

a hook. The next layer is a slightly aged rectangle of off cream and pale blue stripes it was 

perfect for allowing me to give depth to the piece without sewing down too many layers of 

fabrics for effect.  I first thought of making a flat pouch like a sweet bag, but looking at my 

materials I scrapped that idea and went instead with a cylinder. I had just the form for it in a 

plastic container that a sports drink came in. Cleaned the container inside and out and Voila! a 

form to use for the pouch.  

Wrapping the industrial felt around the cylinder I whip stitched the edges together and did 

the same for the background fabric. That's when the work really started. I had to figure out how 
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to make the elements of the scenes really stand out from the background without using hot glue. 

The rules don't state you can't use hot glue…I just don't like it on embroideries. Onto the 

background, I appliqued a mound of sand in brown linen, all wrinkled and textured to embroider 

coral, and large amounts of shell and pearl. Large scraps of blue and purple double sided 

upholstery fabric became large wrinkly Kelp. I cut and gathered the strips in sets of two to create 

three frames on the background, from there I added lengths of curly-edged ribbon, knotted blue 

wool and sewed them all down with green silk ribbon and white cotton thread.  

 

The First Frame 

He saw her seated upon the ocean floor, and her beauty opened up love's door. 

To make the mermaid I sketched out templates onto the thick board and carefully cut them 

out. Using the templates I made an armature for the body with crafty pipe cleaners in white.  

once the armature was ready,  I carefully wrapped white fabric for the upper body and the arms 

around the armatures carefully sewing the stuffed arms onto the upper body. Then wrapped a 

lovely teal and blue taffeta for the tail. I stuffed it with poly fiber stuffing as I sewed it down, to 

allow tiny stitches to soft sculpt the body of the mermaid. The Tail was carefully stuffed very 

little to allow me to bend it to a sitting position, which gave her just the right wrinkles at the 

bends. For her hair, I gave her glorious golden curls with the two orange and yellow worsted 

wools and filled her hair out with some from my stash, all intertwined with tiny seed  pearls and 

golden mother of pearl beads. in the kelp in front of her, there is a teeny tiny silver dolphin and 
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down below in a pile of shells is one of the wooden beads sewn down with green silk ribbon. the 

thin rope kelp is of the blue worsted wool from the baggie.  

The Second Frame 

He raided the oysters of their pearls to adorn her glorious golden curls.  

The oyster bed does not contain any of the items from the baggie. Instead, it is made up of 

scraps of lace and fabrics shaped into corals arching above broken shells, polished and dyed shell 

beads and freshwater pearls from the craft section of Walmart.  

The Final Frame 

He explored sunken ships and looted the best, to build her a gold and jewel filled nest. 

  A gold and jewel filled nest for a mermaid is a hard order to fill, no matter how one tries 

to put things in an orderly fashion one should remember that this is a mermaids nest. Filled with 

things found on the ocean floor, piled here and there as if the currents had lifted each thing, 

twirled it overhead and tossed it with eyes shut in any direction. The Golden net seeming holds it 

all from escaping yet itself is lapped and rolled haphazardly by the water. Sparkling jewels, that 

have yet to be dulled by sand and wave hang among pendants and broken broaches, shiny 

children's beads. An ancient shield held in its clutches longs for the days of Troy, its owner long 

lost to history. A man-made mermaid hangs above it all in resplendency, while a red dolphin 

swims among the flotsam and jetsam of the net. Two pieces of silver from the baggie are tucked 

right in as if put there by a giants hand. 

Finishing Up 
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To finish the bag, I added more of the background fabric, and lined it with plain cotton. The 

bottom of the bag is a circle of black leather to keep the bottom flat. It has sewn channels for the 

drawstrings to allow easy opening and closing.  

And here ends the tale of the Cylindrical Bag.  


